
A message from BARNSTABLE PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 
Dear BPS Community, 

This past week I continued our remote learning plan, due to the higher risk 

of transmission in schools, combined with the increased number of positive 

cases among students. Remote learning this week was also a preventative 

measure, allowing for 14 day period beyond January 1st. This strategy was 

the same strategy we used post-Thanksgiving. 

Similar to the trend we saw post-Thanksgiving, our BPS cases are now 

declining, even though community spread remains high. Our district 

physician, Dr. Katie Rudman, has indicated it is reasonable to return to 

in-person learning. Therefore, as discussed at today’s steering committee 

meeting, I am announcing that we will return to in-person learning 

on Tuesday, January 19. 

In order to continue our goal of in-person learning, we are dependent upon 

our students, families, and community following healthy protocols – avoiding 

gatherings, washing hands frequently, staying six feet apart, wearing a 

mask, staying home when ill, and following the travel advisory for 

Massachusetts. 

The risk of in-school transmission remains high. We will do our part to 

implement and insist on our health and safety protocols during school hours. 

We need our families as partners in this endeavor, outside of school, so that 

our schools can remain as healthy and safe as possible. When we become 

aware of gatherings or other activities that may ultimately impact the health 

of our students and staff through transmission, it generates concern, worry 

and frustration across schools and will compromise our ability to stay open 

in-person.  We will continue to monitor our public health data, consult with 

our district physician and public health, as we continue to navigate keeping 

schools open in a global pandemic. 

Thank you for your continued partnership and support of BPS. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Meg Mayo-Brown 

Superintendent of Schools 


